
Submission from John Ferry  

Dear Committee 
 
I wish to register my concerns in relation to the Higher Education Governance Bill. I 
am a graduate of St Andrews University and can testify to the life-changing benefits 
that the education provided by our universities offer. I want future generations to also 
have the opportunity to acquire a first-class education, but I fear this is now at risk. I 
have a number of concerns regarding the HEG Bill. These are as follows: 
 
- While some of the aims of the bill appear laudable it is not clear that legislation to 
enforce a Scottish Government view of optimal governance is required. A more 
reasonable approach would be the publication of recommendations for governance, 
which institutions in respect of their freedom from government are free to adopt as 
they. and not the Scottish Government, see fit.  
 
- The wording of the current bill appears to leave scope for ministers to influence the 
drawing up of shortlists for the selection of university chairs. This would obviously be 
completely unacceptable and would be a direct impingement of academic freedom. It 
may be that the government does not envisage such direct influence by government 
on the selection of potential university chairs, but the scope for subjective 
interpretation of the bill, such that it could be used as a platform for ministers to 
effectively control who becomes chair, is there, and this is a concern.     
 
- In general there is considerable scope within this bill for politically-driven 
interference or influence in our universities. This is not progressive in a liberal 
democracy.  
 
- The one-size-fits-all approach to governance that this bill would implement fails to 
take account of the diversity of our HE institutions. 
 
- Current established governance norms do not appear to be having any negative 
impact on Scotland/the sector/the people of Scotland. This legislation therefore 
appears to be aiming to fix a problem that does not exist.  
 
- The bill gives ministers power to regulate for future changes in governance at 
Scottish universities without requiring parliamentary approval. This is a direct threat 
to the autonomy of our universities and clearly allows for ministerial control. This is 
unacceptable.  
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
John Ferry 
 

  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


